December Kid’s Craft

Popsicle Stick Nativity Scene
“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.”—Luke 2:7

This familiar verse comes from the Christmas story that we hear every year.  Many of you might have Nativity Scenes in your home that show Mary and Joseph in the stable with baby Jesus.  Perhaps they have shepherds, angels, and wise men, too!  This month for our craft is to make your own Nativity Scene with Popsicle sticks! 


Supplies Provided: 
· 6 large popsicle sticks
· -1 Medium Sized Popsicle Stick
· -1 Tiny Popsicle Stick

Other Supplies: 
· -Scissors
· -Glue
· -Sheet of Paper
· -Markers


1. It’s best to set a sheet of paper over the place where you will be working—this prevents any glue from getting on the table.  First, you will use 5 large popsicle sticks to make your stable.  Put some glue on the ends of the popsicle sticks and glue them together in the shape of a house.  One stick will lay across the bottom, and one stick each will be the sides of your stable.  Finally, the last two will go diagonally from the top of the sides and come together at a point to make the roof.
2. Set your stable aside to let the glue dry.  Meanwhile, you should have one remaining large popsicle stick that did not get used to make your stable.  Using scissors, and with a grown-up’s help, cut this popsicle stick in half.  One piece will be Joseph and the other piece will be Mary.  Color the popsicle sticks to make them look like Joseph and Mary—be creative! Finally, after the glue on your stable has dried, glue Mary and Joseph to the base of your Nativity Scene so that they are in the stable. 
3. While you once again wait for the glue to dry, you will make your baby Jesus! Cut the medium sized popsicle stick in half to be your manger.  Once Mary and Joseph have dried, you can glue each half of this stick onto the base in an x shape in between Joseph and Mary.  This is the manger where baby Jesus lays.
4. Finally, cut the tiny popsicle stick in half as well.  One of the small pieces is baby Jesus! Color this stick to look like baby Jesus.  Then, glue that stick into the manger on your Nativity.  
5. It’s best to let the whole Nativity Scene dry for a while.  When everything is dry, you can color your stable and decorate your Nativity Scene however you want with markers, crayons, or even stickers! You can add a star, an angel, or even shepherds or sheep.  When it is all done, you can display your Nativity Scene in your home.  If a grown-up has a piece of yarn or string, you could even tie some on top to make an ornament for your Christmas tree! 

