Hero Hospital VBS Part 4 – A Place for Healing

Welcome and Announcements

Confession and Forgiveness
Today, we gather for worship, giving thanks that God is with us.  We celebrate and love God, who is our Creator, + our Teacher, and our Guide.  Amen.  

We come to God to confess our sins; to share with God the ways that we hurt one another, creation, ourselves, and God.  

God, our healer, 
Sometimes we hurt each other by only seeing one part of who someone is; like their disability, sickness, race, gender, or language and we forget that they are first and foremost a person, your child.  
Sometimes we hurt each other by giving in to fear, by failing to have the heroic courage to be there for each other when things are tough.  
Sometimes we hurt each other and ourselves by losing hope and closing ourselves off from others instead of reaching out to rely on each other.  
Sometimes we hurt each other by judging one another instead of helping one another.  
Sometimes we hurt each other by turning our backs on science, creativity, and discovery; the things you give us to help us learn how to take care of each other.  
Sometimes we hurt each other simply by forgetting to say thank you with our words and actions.  
The ways that we hurt each other, ourselves, and creation are the ways that we hurt you God because you have created and you love everyone and everything.  We are truly sorry and we ask that you accept our apology and forgive us.  

God’s love is unconditional and it lasts forever; the kingdom of God is full of God’s outrageous love.  God accepts our apology and + forgives us of our sins.  Now God asks us to do better by caring for and loving one another like God does.  Amen.  

Gathering Song					Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service ELW 712
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Greeting 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



Prayer of the Day
God, your kingdom is a place for healing and you ask us to live out our faith in you by building your kingdom here on earth.  Sometimes when people get sick, we get so caught up in why they are sick that we forget to actually take care of them.  And sometimes when people get sick, we don’t think they deserve help because we blame them or we let our prejudice get in the way.  Help us to put love first just like Jesus does and help everyone receive care and healing.  
Amen.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Please share a sign of God’s peace with one another.

Historical Guide									Susan Le Flesche Picotte
Dr. Susan La Flesche Picotte, of the Omaha Tribe, was the daughter of Chief Joseph Iron Eye. She was the first Native American doctor. As valedictorian of her med school class, Susan may have had numerous options but insisted on returning to her Omaha reservation in Nebraska. She treated thousands of patients and travelled thousands of miles. As a child she had witnessed a white doctor promise four times in a single night to help a sick native patient. In reality, that doctor allowed the patient to die without even attempting to help. Dr. Susan La Flesche Picotte never in her life turned away a patient. She worked so hard at the reservation clinic and so outshined the white doctor also working there that he quit in protest. Undaunted, she continued on as the only doctor for over a thousand square miles and even raised enough money to build a hospital. Dr. Susan’s hospital was so well regarded that it attracted white patients from outside the reservation, whom Susan welcomed. Not everyone in the tribe was happy with Dr. Susan’s introduction of new medical practices but she deeply respected the traditions and customs of her tribe and worked with others as a native leader. Her faith in Jesus informed her in how to share new ideas with her people while pushing outside authorities like the Office of Indian Affairs to treat the tribe fairly and justly.

Susan used her gifts to help build God’s kingdom!
Thanks be to God!









Bible Reading											Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd; 
	I shall not be in want.  
The Lord makes me lie down in green pastures
	And leads me by still waters.  
You restore my soul, O Lord, 
And guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.  
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 
For you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
You anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The gospel according to St. John the 9th chapter						John 9:1-41
Glory to you, O Lord.  

As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?"  Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God's works might be revealed in him.  We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world."  When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man's eyes, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see.  The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?"  Some were saying, "It is he."  Others were saying, "No, but it is someone like him."  He kept saying, "I am the man."  But they kept asking him, "Then how were your eyes opened?"  He answered, "The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash.'  Then I went and washed and received my sight."  They said to him, "Where is he?"  He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind.  Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight.  He said to them, "He put mud on my eyes.  Then I washed, and now I see."  Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath."  But others said, "How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And they were divided.  So they said again to the blind man, "What do you say about him?  It was your eyes he opened."  He said, "He is a prophet."

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind?  How then does he now see?"  His parents answered, "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will speak for himself."  His parents said this because they were afraid of the [temple leaders]; for [they] had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore his parents said, "He is of age; ask him."

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, "Give glory to God!  We know that this man is a sinner."  He answered, "I do not know whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see."  They said to him, "What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?"  He answered them, "I have told you already, and you would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do you also want to become his disciples?"  Then they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from."  The man answered, "Here is an astonishing thing!  You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will.  Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing."  They answered him, "You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?"  And they drove him out.

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"  He answered, "And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may believe in him."  Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is he."  He said, "Lord, I believe."  And he worshiped him.  Jesus said, "I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind."  Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, "Surely we are not blind, are we?"  Jesus said to them, "If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, 'We see,' your sin remains.

The gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon (preaching notes)
· Big question:  Why do some people experience an illness or disability when others don’t?
· Our gospel lesson tells us a heart wrenching story about a man who has been experiencing a disability.  
· The people in his community don’t actually know him as a person.  
· Even the disciples view him as a teaching tool rather than a person.  
· When he is healed and everyone should be rejoicing with him, the people around him blame him and interrogate him.  
· The only person who really sees this man as a person is Jesus.  
· Jesus explains to everyone that the man is not to blame for his illness and that it is not a punishment for anyone’s sins.  
· The truth is that while our bodies are capable of amazing things, they also are flawed and sometimes things go wrong and we get sick or we experience a disability.  
· Jesus teaches us that when this happens to someone it is not our job to debate why or to blame them, it is our job to be there for them.  Jesus is there for the man who was blind.  
· As friends and family we offer healing by being there.  

Hymn of the Day						We Come to You for Healing, Lord ELW 617
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Affirmation of Faith
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People				(Congregational Response:  “hear our prayer”)
(these prayers were taken from Sundays and Seasons)

Let us come before God in prayer.

God of hope, the ministry of your church extends across borders, from nearby neighbors to far and distant countries. Accompany all those who labor eagerly in service of the gospel, that through your good news all might experience transformation. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, we give you thanks for the air we breathe, the water we drink, the land that provides our food. Guard all species of plants and animals from harsh changes in climate and empower us to protect all you have made. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Righteous God, we pray for nations and their leaders. Give them a spirit of compassion and steer them towards a fair distribution of resources; that none among us would have too much or too little. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of healing, your touch has the power to make us whole. We pray for those suffering from physical or mental illness. Embrace those who are sick. Surround them with your unwavering presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for this assembly and all those gathered together in worship. Revive our spirits, renew our relationships, and rekindle our faith, that we might experience resurrection in this community. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give thanks for the faithful ancestors in every age whose lives have pointed us towards you, especially Susan Le Flesche Picotte. Envelop them in your love, that we may be reunited with one another in the last days. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, you gather your people from east and west, north and south. We pray for the mission of the church throughout the world, that your steadfast love may be made known to all peoples. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace.  Amen.

Offering 
God, thank you for the gifts and talents that you give each of us.  Thank you for the financial gifts that we receive in this congregation.  Bless us with generous and grateful hearts and hands.  Help us to use all of these gifts in service as we build, here on earth, Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God.  Amen.  

The Meal
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

God’s kingdom is a place for healing.  Join in the meal where all are welcome.  

You are invited to prepare your bread.  We all eat our bread from our seats after the Pastor says, “The body of Christ given for you.  Amen.”  

You are invited to prepare your wine/juice.  We all drink our wine/juice from our seats after the Pastor says, “The blood of Christ shed for you.  Amen.”  

Please put your masks back on.  





Blessing
Now may the body and blood of Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  Amen.

In this meal of communion, we have been reminded once again of God’s outrageous love.  God, strengthen us in body and in spirit that we might go out into the world and share your outrageous love in everything we say and do.  In the name of Jesus, who shows us what true love looks like, Amen.  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon with favor and + give you peace.  Amen.

Sending Song						Go, My Children, with My Blessing ELW 543
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Sending
Go in peace, building the kingdom of God.  
Thanks be to God.


